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In a previous booklet we saw that, like Melchi-
zedek, our high Priest—Christ—needs an order of
priests to open the way for Him to end this age. Like
laying the tracks for a locomotive, these lay the tracks
for Christ’s return. They pray to bring about God's
will for the Lord's second coming. For all of God's
great moves over the centuries, there have been those
praying behind the scenes to pave the way for God to
accomplish what was on His heart.

Abraham

When God turned from the created race to call
out Abraham, behind the scenes Melchizedek and his
order of priests were praying. No doubt, they prayed
for every step of Abraham's journey from Mesopo-
tamia to the good land and for every significant event
in Abraham’s life.

The Second Temple

And, when the temple and Jerusalem were in
ruins from the destruction by Nebuchadnezzar's army
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and God needed to rebuild the temple, behind the
scenes the prophet Daniel was praying.'

Christ’s Incarnation

When it was the time for Christ to appear in His
first coming, Simeon,? Anna,® and only God knows
how many others were praying for the Messiah's
advent. In so many instances, the Bible records God's
move accompanied by man's prayer. | dare say that
without man’s prayer, God's hands are tied with
respect to His move upon the Earth.

Christ’s Second Coming

Now, as we near the end of this age, Christ needs
an order of priests to pave the way for his return. But
for what in particular should we pray?

We pray for the gospel, for our family, for our
relatives, for our friends, for those in need, for the
suffering. There are so many matters to pray for.
These prayers are a necessity and should not be given
up. However, it is not about these that we speak.

! Dan. 9:3
2 Luke 2:25-26
3 Luke 2:36-37



Specific Prayer

For the Lord to return, certain situations must
occur, because they are prophesied in the Bible. It is
toward these that our prayer of the end should be
directed. Without these situations in existence, the
Lord cannot return. Indeed, knowing this, Satan is
doing all he can to frustrate these crucial conditions
from coming into being. It is for this reason that we
must pray—and pray desperately.

When it comes to the Lord's second coming,
general prayer is useful. To pray, "Lord, come," is
general and useful. However, specific prayer is
needed. From the time of the apostles until now, there
has been a great deal of general prayer. Recall in
Revelation, the apostle John uttered such a prayer,
saying, Amen, come, Lord Jesus.' This is indeed use-
ful, yet the situations necessary for the Lord’s return
have still not occurred.

As this age comes to an end, the Lord needs
something particular and specific. There must be
prayer to allow the Lord to bring about the situation
on Earth that must be. This requires specific prayer.
God needs a people willing to bear this burden.

I believe the Lord has spent much time preparing
such a people—a people with softened hearts and
flexible wills, those who would hear God's call and

I Rev. 22:20



are willing to give themselves to such prayer. At the
end of this age, there will be some. Indeed, the Lord
may have prepared many.

The Harvest

The first and most important matter for which we
must pray, is the growth and maturity of the believers
in Christ. When we talk about growth and maturity,
about what are we speaking? We mean the growth of
Christ within the believers. Christ sowed Himself in
us as the seed of life,' expecting that seed to grow and
eventually reach maturity.

In Matthew 13, the Lord told us the harvest is the
consummation of the age.? That is, the end of this age
will not occur until the believers are “ripened” for
harvest. The Lord is very clear concerning the need
for the believers' growth—or more accurately, the
need for the growth of Himself within the believers.

He says the seed of life within the believers must
grow until the time of harvest.? This thought is foreign
to many Christians. Many believe that at some
preordained time the Lord will come back and take
them to be with Himself. They will be miraculously
changed into something perfect and live forever in a

! Matt. 13:3, 24
2 Matt. 13:39
3 Matt. 13:30



kind of heavenly utopia. This, however, is not what
the Bible teaches. Rather, we must grow until we
mature. This matter is largely overlooked today.
However, it is crucial and vital. Without God's people
maturing in His divine life, the Lord will not and
cannot return.

Let us look carefully at the Christians today.
Look with a clear and genuine eye, without regard to
preconceived notions of what will happen at the
Lord’s return. What do we see?

Because the matter of the growth of the divine
life within the believers is generally overlooked,
many of the saints go about their lives without regard
to the Christ within them. Many Christians think it is
enough to go to their church on Sunday mornings, and
then live the rest of their week apart from Christ,
doing as they see fit.

Some may attend huge rallies for God, and yet
still take no care for the divine life within them. Some
feel they can do whatever they want, since everything
will be wonderful when the Lord comes back. Still
others endeavor to do great works for the Lord or
accumulate multitudes as their followers. Others seek
miracles or signs of some sort.

The attitudes found among our Christian broth-
ers and sisters with regard to their standing' before the
Lord in that coming day are often greatly deficient.

12 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10



Who cares for the growth of the divine life within?
The Lord will return not for immature Christians who
are awaiting some magical change, nor will He come
back because of great works done in His name.! He
will come back when the harvest is ripe.

As with any field of wheat, some portion ripens
first. It is then followed by the majority of the crop.
And so it is with the end of this age. Some among the
believers will ripen first. These will be the fore-
runners for the rest of the harvest. They will be
firstfruits to God.?> These forsake the world and give
themselves to God. These leave behind the self with
all its own endeavors. They do not seek for self-glory
or prominence in any way. Rather, they give them-
selves to the Lord, forsaking everything, to be one
with the One they love.

These Christians seek to gain Christ above all.
They have seen the pattern of the apostle Paul who
counted everything loss that he might gain Christ.> He
was not speaking about some future event, but rather
about the appropriating of Christ in his daily life. Paul
saw that he did not have enough Christ, that the Christ
in him was not yet fully mature. So, he sought to gain
more of Christ, to have Christ grow yet further within

! Matt. 7:22-23
2 Ex. 23:19; Rev. 14:1-5
3 Phil. 3:8



him. In a word, he was seeking for the Christ in him
to grow to the fullest extent.

The firstfruits follow in Paul’s path and forsake
all, counting it but refuse. The excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus their Lord is everything to
them.! And so, by their constant appropriation of
Christ, the divine seed within them grows unto
maturity.? These will eventually be followed by the
rest of God's harvest.

This is an extremely serious matter, one which
requires much prayer. The one most basic and critical
prayer is for God's crop—the believers—to ripen, and
especially for the firstfruits to be brought to full
maturity.

Philadelphia

The second crucial matter for prayer centers
around the church in Philadelphia. In the book of
Revelation, the Lord speaks epistles to seven of the
churches which were in Asia. The Lord declares an
amazingly high word of praise to the church in
Philadelphia, singling her out from among all the
other churches.

In this epistle, He states that He will keep her out
of the time of trial coming upon the whole inhabited

! Phil. 3:8
2Col. 1:28



Earth. That hour of trial has not yet come. By this
word, the Lord indicates that near the end, when He
is about to return, the church in Philadelphia will be
in existence on the Earth. This is not to say there will
be a Christian group named “the church in Phila-
delphia”; rather, it indicates there will be some Chris-
tians meeting on the Earth with the same spirit and
heart as the Philadelphian believers had nearly two
thousand years ago.

As with every crucial matter for prayer described
in this booklet, a prophetic word in the Bible must
come to pass. There must be a church in Philadelphia
whom the Lord will keep from the time of trial. There
must be some who have a little strength, keep the
Lord’s word, and do not deny His name.' Further-
more, recall what the word Philadelphia means:
brotherly love. There must be some meeting in a state
of intense brotherly love among them. We must pray
much for this. There must be much prayer for the
Lord to raise up such gatherings.

The Place in the Wilderness

The third matter of concern for the endtime is
what the Bible calls a place in the wilderness.> Near
the end of this age, a great persecution will arise in

' Rev. 3:8
2 Rev. 12:6, 14



Europe and in the Far East. Many Christians will be
martyred, while others will flee to a place that has
been prepared for them.

While this reference in Revelation may be con-
troversial, I do not doubt that it refers to a place' set
apart from the world for those Christians who remain
on the Earth during the last few years of this age.
There they will be purged of all worldly content and
influence, to grow to maturity in Christ.

According to the Bible, this place is said to have
been prepared by God for those who are fleeing the
face of the serpent.> While it is true that God will
prepare this place, it is also true that prayer must
accompany this move by God to allow Him to work
in this way. Without prayer, God cannot prepare this
place in the wilderness.

Through our prayer, God will be enabled to pre-
pare a place of sustenance for the huge number of
Christians fleeing persecution. There they will be
nourished for the last three and a half years of this age.
Everything of the world—the satanic world*—will be
purged away during that time. They will, in a real

! Where that place will be, only God can say for sure. I have
reason to believe, based upon Scripture, that it will be in the
southern United States from the Rocky Mountains eastward.

2 Rev. 12:14
31 John 5:19



sense, have the water of the world dried' out of their
system.

Europe

A fourth crucial item for the Lord's return is the
situation in Europe. Currently, the European Union
reigns over most of the continent. However, the Word
of God is clear: by the time the end comes, there will
be a ten-nation empire around the Mediterranean Sea,
ruled by the Antichrist. Currently, the European Un-
ion is preventing that empire from arising. Therefore,
as long as the European Union remains as it is, the
Lord cannot return. Prophecy must be fulfilled!

Consequently, the European Union must give
way, allowing the ten nations of Antichrist’s Empire
to arise and unite. These will be the ten toes of the
image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream,? the ten horns of
the fourth beast in Daniel’s vision,® and the ten horns
of the beast in Revelation.* Each of these nations will
be ruled by a king who will eventually give their
allegiance to the Antichrist.’

' Rev. 14:15 Greek
2 Dan. 2:33, 41-42
3 Dan. 7:7

4Rev. 13:1; 17:12
>Rev. 17:13
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As with all these matters, prayer is required.
Satan has installed the European Union on that conti-
nent to frustrate the Lord's return. The Lord must
intervene to overturn that union and allow the ten
horns of the beast to arise. Some must pray for this
situation.

Israel

A fifth matter of great importance is the situation
in the Middle East. The countries there, in particular
Israel, must be properly prepared for the endtime.
There is some indication in Scripture that Israel and
the surrounding nations will be in a state of peace as
the end nears.! Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis
must be eliminated as a threat to Israel. Iran—the
source of so much worldwide trouble and violence,
particularly in the Middle East—must be neutered. A
rich and flourishing economy, in Israel and the
surrounding nations, will come into being. All these
need to be prayed over thoroughly and repeatedly,
until the Lord arranges the Middle East situation to
match Scripture.

! Bz. 38:10-11
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144,000

A sixth matter concerns the hearts of the Israeli
people. Revelation 7 reveals that 144,000 Jews will
be sealed immediately before God’s great endtime
judgments.! Who would dream that a large number of
Jews—given their current state of hatred towards
Christ—would be willing to accept Him as their
Messiah? When we consider the multitude that will
be sealed—144,000—this seems even more implaus-
ible. Nevertheless, it will occur.

Here, the matter needing prayer is the condition
of the hearts of so many Jews. We must pray for the
Lord to soften the hardened Jewish hearts. We must
pray for the Lord’s intervention in the lives of so
many of Israel. We should ask the Lord to send the
dreams and visions prophesied by Joel.? We must call
into being by our prayer the tenderheartedness and
strength that will be required for these 144,000 not
only to accept the seal of God, but also to carry out
the great work for Israel’s salvation, to which they
will be called.

The gospel requires much prayer, and the sealing
of 144,000 is not an exception—it is the gospel on the
grandest scale. How much prayer is required for the
salvation of a single person's soul? Consider then the

I Rev. 7:14; 8:1-12
2 Joel 2:28-29
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prerequisite for the salvation of 144,000. It is the task
of those with a willing heart to pour out prayer upon
prayer until the hearts of these Jews are fully prepared
for that coming moment.

The Temple Mount

Another—and perhaps the last—crucial situa-
tion requiring our prayer concerns the Temple Mount
in Jerusalem. The third Jewish temple must exist on
the Temple Mount before the Lord returns.!

Currently, the Temple Mount is occupied by the
Al Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock.? How-
ever, the temple must be built on the particular site on
the Temple Mount that God designated to David.? It
cannot be built elsewhere.

Satan, through his minions, has constructed
these two abominations on the Temple Mount to try
to frustrate the Lord’s return. If these two structures
remain, the temple cannot be rebuilt, and conse-
quently, the Lord cannot come back.

We must pray much for the removal of those
structures on the site of the coming temple and the
clearing of the Temple Mount.

! Matt. 24:15

2 These are ancient Islamic structures dating to the seventh or
eighth century.

32 Sam. 24:15-19
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Critical Prayer

However, for all this to happen, there must be
prayer. Prayer is critical. It is the portion and the
assignment from the Lord to us. Those who pick up
this mantle of prayer must persevere through difficult
times and many adversities to continue until the end
comes.

If you are moved to participate in our High
Priest's order for the prayer of the end, then spend
some time before Him, praying to see how He would
lead you. Go point by point over these seven mat-
ters—seven great matters—to see if He would touch
you and burden you for one or more of these. If He
does, take upon yourself this burden in prayer, pray-
ing daily to bring about that which is necessary for the
Lord's return.

You may be touched by the Lord to pray for one
or more of these matters. However He would yoke
you, accept what He gives and pray it back to Him.
He may give you one, two, or even more of these
matters as your burden. Accept it and rejoice in it.
Thank the Lord for it.

Our Lord’s coming is ever closer. Through the
prayer of the many, may His return be hastened.
Amen, Lord Jesus. Come!

Q9
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SEVEN MATTERS NEEDING OUR PRAYER

The harvest The believers, and in particular the first-
fruits, must mature in Christ.

Philadelphia The church in Philadelphia—the place
of brotherly love in Christ—must be raised up again by
the Lord.

The place in the wilderness God must prepare
someplace in the “wilderness” where so many believers
can be nourished and sustained during the great endtime
troubles.

Europe The European Union must give way, so the ten
nations that will become the constituents of Antichrist’s
empire can arise.

Israel The troubling ones in the Middle East must be
eliminated so that a peaceful situation will exist between
Israel and its neighbors.

The 144,000 The hearts of many in Israel must be
softened and opened so that they will be prepared to
receive the seal of the living God near the end of the age.

The Temple Mount The Al Agsa Mosque and the
Dome of the Rock must be cleared from the Temple
Mount in preparation for the rebuilding of the Temple.
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